VISUAL BASIC FOR APPLICATIONS

LESSON SIX: Playing a Sound From a Script
This document will create a public function called “PlaySound”. It can be ‘called’ from other scripts within this project to play “.wav” files using the following code. To be ‘public’, which means available to other ‘subs’ in the project, the  sub must be placed into either a new module, or into the ‘normal.dot’ template. At present do not worry about the declaration ‘Function’.  All you need to know at present is that it is used to ‘call’ functions that reside in windows dll’s, such as the ‘winmm.dll’.

Call PlaySound(ActiveDocument.Path+"\raspberry.wav")
NOTE: If you do not set the ‘ActiveDocument.Path’, Word will use your default path for the .wav file, not the path you have put the document and the sounds into. Stupid Huh! Such in built VBA objects as ‘ActiveDocument’ will be looked at in detail in lesson nine. 

What we are going to do is first create a new ‘module’ in this project in the ‘VB Editor’ and then copy the following declaration and function into it.

FIRST …. Copy the following code.

Public Declare Function sndPlaySound32 Lib "winmm.dll" Alias "sndPlaySoundA" (ByVal lpszSoundName As String, ByVal uFlags As Long) As Long

Sub PlaySound(WaveFile)

  Call sndPlaySound32(WaveFile, 0)

End Sub

[Note: Make sure the ‘Public Declare’ statement is on one line, ending with ‘As Long’.]

THEN: Open the ‘VB Editor’.

1. Open the ‘View’ menu and select the ‘Project Explorer’ item. If it was not already open, a ‘Windows Explorer’ like window showing all presently open projects should open on the left hand side.

2. Look for this project, ‘VB Lesson6’, then click on it to select it.

3. From the ‘Insert’ menu, select the ‘Module’ item. A new ‘Module’ will be added to this project.

4. Paste the above code into this ‘Module’. This project now has the ability to play sounds.

EXERCISE 1:
Create a commandbutton in this document and then double click on it to enter the ‘VB Editor’, then copy/paste the following code into its click procedure.

Call PlaySound(ActiveDocument.Path+"\raspberry.wav")

Exit the Visual Basic Editor, then exit design mode and click on the button.

GOOD LUCK!

EXERCISE 2:
Use it to play a sound rather than pop up a message in the program you wrote in Lesson 4, or add a sound to go with your message.

OR
Use it to make a language program as shown in Practical Exercise Number 2, which uses the PlaySound function for the ‘Rabbit’.
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